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organisation of the labour was more difficult. I found
when I rode along the bund on a motor-cycle on the
first morning that the narrow strip on which the
bund was to stand had been marked out  right
across the flat desert to Shaiba, ten miles away,
and skeleton profiles set up all along it to show its
correct shape.    Sixty feet  away another parallel
line had been drawn.    The section of the bund hav-
ing an area of sixty square feet, a shallow excava-
tion, or borrow-pit, had to be dug to a uniform
depth of one foot between the bund and the outer
line in order to get exactly the right amount of
earth to fill up the profile.    This ten-mile borrow-
pit was divided all along its length into a series of
small borrow-pits, each twenty-five feet long, which
were inspected and paid for as soon as they were
finished. But the labour was apparently not organ-
ised at all, and there was no way of regulating the
number of men who worked in any one borrow-pit,
or of ensuring that each man did a fair day's work.
I saw some pits with fifteen men in them and others
with only five, but what puzzled me more was that
almost from the first I began to pass empty borrow-
pits in which no work was being done, but which
seemed to be reserved for some reason by a cabalistic
sign scratched upon the ground.    In several of
these empty pits free fights were going on, and it
took me some time to find out what was happening.
It turned out to be this.    There were two small
camps of reed-mat huts, one at chainage o, where
the bund took off from the railway embankment
at Magil, and one at chainage 11,000, two miles out
in the desert.   A third was just being started at
chainage 21,500, but many of the men were still
not housed.   No one wanted to walk farther to his